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Violations of freedom of speech in Kazakhstan
March, 2017
(Digest)
International Foundation for Protection of Freedom of Speech «Adil Soz» has conducted analysis of violations of right to freedom of expression, receiving and dissemination of information in March, 2017 in Kazakhstan. 
There was following information:
-The President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N. A. Nazarbaev has signed law «On Amendments and Supplements into Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan». Now, Kazakh people can be deprived of citizenship for wrong against the vital interests of Kazakhstan.
-The court has suspended legal proceeding on a charge of slander and illegal collection of information on privacy with regard to Nick Kravts. 

-The court has extended arrest of editor-in-chief of newspaper «Sayasi Kalam. Tribuna» Zhanbolat Mamay till May 10, 2017.
In March, 2017 two judicial acts towards cases over protection of honour, dignity and business reputation were passed (including three ones in the appellate instance). And two ones were passed in favour of media outlets, journalists and citizens. There were demands of compensation of moral damage in the amount of KZT145 millions and 560 thousands. 

Since the beginning of the year in connection with execution of right to freedom of expression, receiving and dissemination of information, they were brought: 

-1 charge with slander.

-1 charge with disclosure of information of pre-trial proceeding.

-1 charge with incitement of social enmity. 

-12 pre-trial claims and suits on protection of honour, dignity and business reputation. The requested amount of compensation of moral damage KZT80 millions and 500 thousands. 
I. Changes of existing legislation on freedom of expression  

March, 10
On March10, 2017 the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N. A. Nazarbaev has signed law «On Amendments and Supplements into Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan». 
The article 10 p. 2 of Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan introduces term «the vital interests of Kazakhstan”, now, Kazakh people can be deprived of citizenship for wrong against the vital interests of Kazakhstan. 
The law shall come into effect from March 14, 2017. 
II. Violations of rights of journalists and media outlets 
1. Arrests and detentions 
March, 31

Zhanbolat Mamay, «Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam» (Almaty)

On March 31, 2017 court has extended arrest of editor-in-chief of newspaper «Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam» (Almaty) Zhanbolat Mamay before 10 May, 2017. It has sanctioned his arrest from 11 February, 2017. Zhanbolat Mamay was detained by officers of National Bureau of Anti-Corruption within the scope of investigation of case over embezzlement of funds of «BTA Bank» Mukhtar Ablyazov.

March, 31

Teimur Akhmedov, (resident of Astana)
From January 18, 2017 a 60-years-old resident of Astana Teimur Akhmedov has been continued to remain under arrest. He was suspected of incitement of religious enmity within a group of persons. 
March, 10

Askhat Bersalimov, (blogger, Almaty)
On February 23, 2017 Specialized Inter District Administrative Court of Almaty has found guilty civil activist Askhat Bersalimov, (blogger, Almaty) in violation of legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan on order of organization and conduction of peaceful assemblies, rallies, pickets, demonstrations and ordered to place him under administrative arrest for fifteen days. 
On March 10, 2017 he was released from prison. 

2. Interference to legal professional activity of a journalist  
Three facts of interference to legal professional activity of a journalist were registered in this Section.

Including:,
March, 31

Lukpan Akhmedyarov, «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk Week”) (Uralsk)
The editor of newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk Week”) (Uralsk) Lukpan Akhmedyarov failed to attend briefing. This briefing was held in the Department of Internal Affairs (West Kazakhstan Oblast) and was devoted to issue on unlicenced gun buy back from population. Lukpan Akhmedyarov asked to inform him about person who gave such order. The spokesman of Department of Internal Affairs (West Kazakhstan Oblast) Asylai Gubasheva went to the hall of Department of Internal Affairs (West Kazakhstan Oblast), in order to meet journalists. She said that such order was given by chief of Department of Internal Affairs (West Kazakhstan Oblast). “Yesterday, you have been informed” she added. Obviously, she meant that editorial staff refused to remove from website surname of deputy of local maslikhat Kaidar Kotscanov who was mentioned in material about fatal road accident.
3. Attack on journalists
March, 17

Mirlan Amanzholov, Aliya Orazai, TC «Kazakhstan-Aktobe» (Aktobe Oblast)

NUR.KZ (Aktobe)
In Aktobe during funeral of a resident of Aktobe who was shot by policemen during rescue operation, unknown men, who attended there attacked journalists. They damaged photo camera of correspondent of NUR.KZ and also, threatened to murder her.

The camera man of television channel «Kazakhstan-Aktobe» was attacked. In the words of director of television channel Ernur Burakhan camera man was struck down to the ground and beaten; his camera was damaged. The journalist of television channel Aliya Orazai was threatened with murder. 
4. Violation of rights of media to freedom of speech and creation 
March, 30

«Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk Week”) (Uralsk) 
The editorial staff of newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk Week”) (Uralsk) received telephone call from press secretary of the Department of Internal Affairs (West Kazakhstan Oblast) Asylai Gubasheva and demanded to remove from information on fatal road accident mentioning of name of deputy of maslikhat (West Kazakhstan Oblast) and photos from operative rapid information on accident.  Asylai Gubasheva explained her demand that journalists had no right to publish prior to court names and other information on participants of the road accident. Gubasheva threatened that in a case if editor refuse to fulfill her requirement, she would cease to fulfill her professional duties with regard to edition. 
The newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk Week”) (Uralsk) informed that probably editorial staff of newspaper «Moy Gorod» had same pressure which informed about road accident first. First of all, website of the newspaper «Moy Gorod» published information with mentioning of name of deputy, but some times later article was edited and from text all mentioning about participation in road accident were removed. 

III. Violation of right for access to information 

In March 13 reports on dismissal of provision of public important information and violation of terms of provision of information were registered. 
Including:,
March, 09

«Moy Gorod» (Ust-Kamenogorsk)
On March 09, 2017 information website yk.kz published information on increase of allowable concentration of fluorine hydride in Ust-Kamenogorsk with commentary of Director of  с Diversified Laboratory of East Kazakhstan Branch RSE «KazHydroMet» Tatiana Kozlyanskaya. 
In order to receive information, editorial staff of the newspaper «Moy Gorod» (Ust-Kamenogorsk) sent a letter-request to the branch of enterprise. The journalist did not receive replies on asked questions. The executor L.S. Bolatkan explained that all data editorial staff could see on official website of RSE «KazHydroMet» precised that branch could not provide them, because this information has been confidential. 
March, 16

Zlata Udovichenko, «Time», Oksana Naumova, TC «KTK» (Uralsk)
Over the course of several days correspondents of newspaper «Time» and television channel «KTK» (Uralsk) called to the Press Service of Department of Emergency (West Kazakhstan Oblast; they asked to give information on  flood in West Kazakhstan Oblast and conduct a raid of suburban massifs which would be subjected to flood. The Press Secretary Saida Mukhametzhanova refused to give this information rapidly and operatively, she referred to her employment, but promised to inform some information within two-three days. Journalists did not receive any information.    

2. Violation of the right to dissemination of information
2.1. Unjustified restrictions of the right to dissemination of information in Internet 

March, 24

Askar Shaigumarov (Uralsk)
The civil activist Askar Shaigumarov (Uralsk) informed on his page in social network Facebook, that his channel on Youtube was blocked. On his letter to the support team of social network, he received automotive response: «Because of repeated or serious violations of our principles of community action of your account YouTube was suspended». 

Askar Shaigumarov (Uralsk) is dead sure, that «it is result of massive attacks as complaints on his account on the side of army of fejks, state authority disseminates them on Youtube. 
IV. Charges of media outlets and citizens in connection with execution of the right to freedom of expression  

1. Legal prosecutions
March, 29
Nick Kravets, PA «tengrinews» (Karaganda)

On March 29, 2017 Kazybek Bi District Court of Karaganda has eliminated criminal proceeding on charge of correspondent of PA «Tengrinews» (Karaganda) Nick Kravets in slander under article 130 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan and in violation of integrity of private life and personal data under article 147 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The proceeding has been opened by rector of Central Asian Academy Bakhytbai Zhunusov. 
The charges originated from articles “Jewelled eggs of Faberge and brilliants in the amount of USD1.2 millions were stolen Karaganda oblast” and “It has become known name of a resident of Karaganda whom jeweled eggs Faberge and sapphires were stolen” posted on website on January 30, 2017. Articles have been prepared on materials of the sentence passed with regard to persons, who was charged with robbery. The sentence has been taken from official resource, website of the Supreme Court.  Nick Kravets told in his second publication about suffered rector of the academy.

Bakhytbai Zhunusov stated that Nick Kravets slandered him he said that jewelled eggs of Faberge and brilliants in the amount of USD1.2 millions were stolen from house; according to materials of criminal case there was information on coins with picture of egg Faberge in the amount of more KZT2000000 and golden decorations in the total amount of more KZT23000000. 
On March 29, 2017 court has received claim from private prosecutor, related to suspension of criminal case, because journalist admitted his guilt, apologized to him through newspaper «Vechernya Karaganda». 

March, 14

Marat Dauletbaev (Baykonur, Kyzyl-Orda Oblast)

On March 14, 2017 sentence was pronounced which was passed with regard to a resident of Baykonur, Kyzyl-Orda Oblast Marat Dauletbaev, who was charged with slander under article 130 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan. It was initiated by head of city administration A. Petrenko. 
The charges originated from complaints of M. Dauletbaev with regard to presidents of the Russian Federation and the Republic of Kazakhstan, related to actions of A. Petrenko of alienation of plots of ground and his posts in Facebook about it.

On February 09, 2017 court has found M. Dauletbaev guilty in commission of criminal offence sentenced him to one year of restriction of liberty with settlement of probationary control for the entire period.
In accordance with article 2 p. 3 p. 1 of law of the Republic of Kazakhstan «On Amnesty In Relation to 25th Anniversary of Independence of the Republic of Kazakhstan» M. Dauletbaev was released from penalty. 

March, 29

Amangeldy Batyrbekov, Chairman of Public Association «Adilet» (Shymkent, South Kazakhstan Oblast)
On March 29, 2017 Board of Appeals of South Kazakhstan Oblast Court has upheld sentence of Saryagash District Court of South Kazakhstan Oblast. There was a launching of trial in Saryagash District Court of South Kazakhstan Oblast. It was connected with charge of Chairman of Public Association «Adilet» (Shymkent, South Kazakhstan Oblast) Amangeldy Batyrbekov. He was charged with “Slander in relation of judge, jury member, prosecutor, person, executing prejudicial investigation, expert, bailiff, officer of justice” under article 411 p. 3 and “Knowingly false denunciation” under article 419 p.3 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
The charges originated from article "Neither Law, Nor God or Shall General Prosecutor's Office take into account appeal for aid of innocent persons?" by Amangeldy Batyrbekov which was published in the newspaper "Adilet" on April 10, 2015. Amangeldy Batyrbekov stumbled at legality of actions of the Deputy Prosecutor of Saryagash District of South Kazakhstan Oblast Nurlan Saparov, concerning two cases: two young persons were charged with robbery and also, case over probable illegal seizure of property with participation of officers of Department of Justice of Saryagash District. In trial, A. Batyrbekov insisted, that his arguments have been grounded on his personal internal conviction. 
This article was published under column "Attention to Prosecutor-General of the Republic of Kazakhstan A. Daulbaev!"; Amangeldy Batyrbekov and newspaper "Adilet" hoped, that General prosecutor's Office should take control of these two high-profile cases, control their legitimacy and justification. 
On January 19, 2017 Saryagash District Court has finished legal proceeding, related to charge of the Chairman of Public Association «Adilet» Amangeldy Batyrbekov.  On January 19, 2017 judge Nurbol Eshpanov has found guilty A. Batyrbekov under article 411 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan and non-guilty under article 419 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The court has sentenced journalist to two years of deprivation of liberty. A. Batyrbekov was sentenced to one year and six months and nineteen days of restriction of liberty. 

March
Ruslan Ginatullin (Pavlodar)
The Appellate Instance of Pavlodar Oblast Court has upheld sentence passed with regard to resident of Pavlodar Ruslan Ginatullin.  He disagreed with charges with regard to him. In his last plea in the court on December 13, 2017 he said that charges have been absurd and shorn of common sense. Ruslan Ginatullin said that video clips which he posted in social network; they had no signs of extremism and they have been in free access in Internet. 
The consideration of appeal of Ruslan Ginatullin, related to sentence of court № 2 of Pavlodar took a place on February 02 февраля, 2017. On December 14, 2016 court № 2 of Pavlodar has found guilty resident of Pavlodar Ruslan Ginatullin in incitement of national enmity under p.3 article 235 (1997) and p.1 article 174 (2014) of Criminal Code. The court has sentenced to six years of deprivation of liberty with his service of punishment in the correctional colony of strict regime. 

On March 11, 2016 he posted on his personal page of network «VKontakte» reference to posted in open access on YouTube video material «Russia, who does not hop, the other chinks (Russian Nazis)», on April 23, 2016 video material «Ukraine, war, body bag». The charge rested upon report of an expert of Center of Forensic Expertise of Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan who thought that sense component of words in two video materials had signs of incitement of national enmity and discord.

The lawyer of Ruslan Ginatullin Baurzhan Azanov thought that it was unjustified charge. In his words, Ruslan Ginatullin has been dedicated pacifist, stood for interethnic concord, posted reference to improper clips that citizens paid their attention to reprehensibility of such arrangements.

Earlier lawyer, who commented charge for reporters of radio “Azattyk” in a part of “creation of transnational criminal group” with regard to Ruslan Ginatullin;  he said that Ginatullin was convicted “for past” there was a lack of proofs of his involvement in some criminal group or banned organization in materials of criminal case. 

From December 17, 2016 R. Ginatullin was sent to pre-trial detention facility of Pavlodar; he embarked “wet” hunger strike against judgment of conviction.
March, 27
Teimur Akhmedov, (resident of Astana)
There were preliminary court hearings, related to case over incitement of religious hatred under article 174 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan with regard to two representative of religious association «Christian Community of Jehovah's Witnesses»- Teimur Akhmedov in Saryarka District Court № 2 of Astana.  
Reporters of Radio “Azattyk” informed that in Astana there was investigation of criminal case towards incitement of religious hatred under article 174 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan with regard to two representatives of religious association «Christian Community of Jehovah's Witnesses»- Teimur Akhmedov and Asaf Guliev (residents of Astana). According to version of CNS-agency, they delivered homilies these homilies caused damage to «interfaith and interethnic concord». Their lawyer stated about provocation from national security environment.

On January 18, 2017 Teimur Akhmedov and Asaf Guliev were detained by CNS-agents. Later, District Court № 2 of Saryarkinsk District of Astana sanctioned their arrest for two months. 

The CNS-agency provided information for reporters of Radio “Azattyk” after official letter-request. Teimur Akhmedov and Asaf Guliev from May to November, 2016 «organized some religious assemblies on various flats» in Astana, where they delivered homilies; these homilies had «signs of wounding of religious and national feelings of representatives of different confession and ethnos». According to information of national security environment and report of forensic expertise these homilies had signs of incitement of hatred and statements on the peculiarity and superiority of one religion over other one. 

Asaf Guliev fully admitted his guilt and fully repented. On February 24, 2017 court has sentenced him to five years of deprivation of liberty with probation.
Teimur Akhmedov denies charges with regard to him. 
During court hearing on March 27, 2017 prosecutor Baurzhan Kurmangambetov asked court to dismiss lawyers of Akhmedov Vitally Kuznetsov and Natalia Kononenko, they supposedly disclosed details of pre-trial proceeding. He said about other reason, Vitally Kuznetsov has been a lawyer from the Russian Federation, according to information of correspondents of radio “Azattyk”. The judge Talgat Syrlybaev has dismissed a motion. 
Also, court has dismissed a motion of lawyers, concerning change of measure of restraint for their client from arrest to house arrest because of his health status (in particularly, T. Akhmedov had oncology) 60-years-old T. Akhmedov could hide.  
March, 27
Vitally Kuznetsov (Russian Federation)
Natalya Kononenko (Astana)
On March 27, 2017 lawyers Vitally Kuznetsov (Russian Federation) and Natalya Kononenko (Astana) during preliminary court hearing, related to charge of their client Teimur Akhmedov with incitement of religious hatred, they knew that CNS-investigating officer submitted materials to police of Astana, in order to open criminal case with regard to them under article 423 disclosure of details of pre-trial proceeding of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
Lawyers appealed to the Administration of President of Kazakhstan, where they asked to release and protect rights of Teimur Akhmedov.  
«There were no specific details. In general, there was expertise that such article and probably, two cites in what he was suspected. This appeal aimed at norms of international right. The Special Rapporteur of UN visited Kazakhstan paid his attention that this article has been fuzzy and it was necessary to concretize, in what way responsibility under 174 article», says Vitally Kuznetsov to reporter of radio “Azattyk”.

Lawyers evaluated pre-trial investigation as a pressure upon them and as method to deprive their client from protection.  
March, 31

Aslan Kurmanbaev (Kokshetau)
The website www.elbacity.press informed that on March 31, 2017 in Astana civil activist Aslan Kurmanbaev was delivered by policemen to the investigating officer of Department of Internal Affairs, where he introduced that his 26 posts in social network Facebook were resent for expertise to the Center of Forensic Expertise of Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The expertise of textual materials was conducted for designation of signs of incitement of social hatred under article 174 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan.  
The website www.elbacity.press informed that Center of Forensic Expertise of Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan made a finding. It was connected with publication about boycott of Universiade and EXPO of civil activist Aslan Kurmanbaev in social network Facebook; it had no signs of crime under article 174 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, concerning institution of social hatred.

The Department of Internal Affairs of Astana has opened criminal case against civil activist Aslan Kurmanbaev under article 174 “Institution of social, national, generic, racial, class or religious discord” of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The charges originated from post about boycott of Universiade and EXPO for convicted activists M. Bokaev and T. Ayan in social network. 

At the present time, Aslan Kurmanbaev is in the status of witness. 
1.1. Zhanbolat Mamay (Almaty)

Searches in the editorial office of newspaper “Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam” and in the house of its editor-in-chief Zhanbolat Mamay were conducted on February 10, 2017. Later the same day Zhanbolat Mamay was detained by officers of National Anti-Corruption Bureau within the scope of investigation of the case over embezzlement of “BTA Bank” funds by Mukhtar Ablyazov. 
Before his arrest, Zhanbolat Mamay made a public statement:

“I am Zhanbolat Mamay, I do not consider myself guilty upon charges brought against me. I did not manage business and financing activity in my life. I believe that this prosecution is politically motivated pressing for my journalistic activity and attempt to close newspaper “Tribuna”. 
On February 11, 2017 Medeu District Court of Almaty has sanctioned arrest of the editor-in-chief of newspaper “Tribuna” Zhanbolat Mamay for two months within the scope of investigation towards case over embezzlement of funds “BTA Bank” by Mukhtar Ablyazov. 
On 21 February, 2017 editor-in-chief of the newspaper "Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam" Zhanbolat Mamay informed from pretrial detention center №18 that he was beaten and got, extorted money and Mamay had serious reasons to be under apprehension of his life. 
After active interference of human rights organizations Zhanbolat Mamay was transferred to other cell. In his words, at the present time, there is no pressure upon him on the side of his cellmates and administration of pre-trial detention facility. 
1.1.1. Actions of investigative and judicial agencies
March, 31
On 31 March complaints of Mamay’s lawyer Zhanara Balgabayeva were considered by Medeu District Court of Almaty. It was planned to consider the complaints for conducting investigative actions in absence of Mamay’s lawyer and for non-provision of the status of public defender to Mamay’s father. The hearings were scheduled for 3 PM.

In hour and a half before the hearings the lawyer was informed that the issue of Mamay’s pre-trial restriction would be considered as well. 

Before the beginning of the hearings Mamay once again confirmed that he did not commit any crime and considered the criminal case against him to be politically motivated.  

«There was no crime committed I have nothing to do with Ablyazov. If there is a criminal case, Ablyazov and Zharimbetov’s case should be considered first and after that my case should be considered (Zhaksylyk Zharimbetov is suspected to be Ablyazov’s bonnet). And now Zharimbetov is at liberty and I am arrested», Mamay said.

Court hearings on all three issues were conducted behind closed doors. Dozens of Mamay’s supporters stood in front of the court building so that Mamay could see them through the window. Besides, about 30 sureties were collected that in case Mamay would be released on bail or placed under home arrest he would appear for interrogations and other investigative actions. Among the sureties there were politician Amirzhan Kosanov, head of the “DAT” project Ermurat Bapy, journalists Ramazan Esergepov and Rozlana Taukina and others. Nevertheless, the court did not take those sureties into account. As the public prosecutor said he was not acquainted with the sureties and did not consider them reputable citizens.

The court hearings went on till 11 PM. The pre-trial restriction in form of arrest was prolonged for Mamay for one more month till 10 May. 

«The pre-trial restriction arrest was prolonged for one month and the main argument for such prolongation was that “Narymbayev escaped, so Mamay would escape as well”,- said Mamay’s lawyer Zhanara Balgabayeva.

The court dismissed the complaint for the investigator’s procedural defects. As for providing the status of public defender to Mamay’s, the judge said that she would consider this issue at her sole discretion.

Searches in the editorial office of newspaper “Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam” and in the house of its editor-in-chief Zhanbolat Mamay were conducted on February 10. Later the same day Zhanbolat Mamay was detained by officers of National Anti-Corruption Bureau within the scope of investigation of the case over embezzlement of “BTA” bank funds by Mukhtar Ablyazov.

On February 11, 2017 Medeu District Court of Almaty sanctioned arrest of the editor-in-chief of “Tribuna” newspaper Zhanbolat Mamay for two months within the frameworks of investigation of the criminal case on embezzlement “BTA Bank” funds by Mukhtar Ablyazov.

Before his arrest  Zhanbolat Mamay made a public statement:

“I, Zhanbolat Mamay, I do not plead myself guilty to charges brought against me. I have never carried out any business or financial activity. I consider this criminal proceeding to be politically motivated pressure brought upon my journalistic activity and attempt to close newspaper “Tribuna”.

On 20 February Almaty City Court dismissed Mamay’s appeal and refused to change the pre-trial restriction from arrest to bail.  

On 21 February the editor-in-chief of the newspaper “Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam” Zhanbolat Mamay informed from pre-trial detention center #18 informed of beating, extortion and serious reasons to be under apprehension of his life. 

After the active interference of human rights groups Mamay was transferred to another cell. According to him presently he is not under any pressure from the administration of the pre-trial detention center or the cellmates. 
1.1.2. Actions in protection of Zhanbolat Mamay
March, 27
The letter is signed by human rights organizations from Kazakhstan, Canada, Albania, Pakistan, Cambodia, Brazil and other countries.
Your Excellency, 
The undersigned members of IFEX, the global network promoting and defending freedom of expression, are writing to express our profound concern over the arrest and sustained harassment of Kazakh journalist Zhanbolat Mamay, editor-in-chief of the opposition paper Sayasi kalam/ Tribuna.
Mamay is accused of laundering money allegedly embezzled from BTA Bank by Mukhtar Ablayazov, opposition leader and former head of BTA Bank between2005-2009, punishment for which is a major fine or imprisonment for three to seven years. Zhanbolat Mamay has categorically denied his guilt, and in a statement on 11 February stated that the accusations against him are politically motivated. Given the embezzlement occurred in 2009 and Mamay did not become head of Sayasi kalam/ Tribuna until 2012, this concern appears to be warranted. 
Mamay is known for his opposition to proposed land reforms, and was previously charged with 'inciting social discord' due to his visits to Zhanaozen during the strikes in 2012. 
On the evening of 11 February, A. Baydauletova, a Kazakh judge, announced her decision to arrest and detain Mamay for two months. On 17 February, without explanation, Mamay was transferred from quarantine cell No. 81, where first-time convicts are held in custody, to cell No. 197, a group cell for convicts serving sentences for particularly serious crimes. Mamay reports that in this cell he was beaten and lost consciousness. On 21 February a medical officer and a special prosecutor for supervision of the detention centers who visited the facility examined Mamay and confirmed that he had visible grazes and bruises which the administration of the facility didn't properly record. Mamay's spouse Inga Imanbay has also received a series of extortionate phone calls seeking 2 million KZT. The callers threatened Mamay with murder, and demanded that Mamay refuse to engage in politics.
On 24 February, despite the facts, the Almaty Prosecutor's Office and the Committee on Penitentiary System of the Ministry of Internal Affairs distributed a press release stating that Mamay was not subjected to any pressure, beating and extortion. The Committee in defense of Mamay on 26 February denied this information and re-stated the evidence of beating and extortion. 
Taking all of these points into consideration, we are concerned both for Mamay and his family's future safety and for the impartiality of the ongoing case against him. In particular, the placement of Mamay, who has no prior convictions, in a cell with those convicted of serious crimes appears designed to put pressure on him and seriously jeopardizes his personal safety. 
In view of the above, we urge you to take immediate action to:
Investigate thoroughly Mamay's beating in the detention center, as well as his unexplained transfer to cell 197, and bring to justice all those responsible;

Stop the persecution of Zhanbolat Mamay and ensure his fair trial by impartial authorities at all stages of the criminal proceeding against him, in accordance with the international obligations of Kazakhstan;
Investigate the threats received by Mamay's spouse, and guarantee the future personal safety of Mamay and his family.

Adil Soz - International Foundation for Protection of Freedom of Speech

ActiveWatch – Media Monitoring Agency

Afghanistan Journalists Center

Albanian Media Institute

ARTICLE 19

Association of Caribbean Media Workers

Brazilian Association for Investigative Journalism

Cambodian Center for Human Rights

Canadian Journalists for Free Expression

Center for Media Freedom and Responsibility 

Center for Media Studies & Peace Building

Committee to Protect Journalists

Foundation for Press Freedom FLIP

Freedom Forum

Globe International Center

Index on Censorship

International Press Centre 

Journaliste en danger

Media, Entertainment and Arts Alliance

Media Institute of Southern Africa 

Media Watch

Pacific Islands News Association 

Pakistan Press Foundation

Palestinian Center for Development and Media Freedoms MADA

PEN Canada

Reporters Without Borders

Social Media Exchange SMEX

Vigilance pour la Démocratie et l’État Civique 

World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers 
March, 30
A group of public figures addressed to the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbaev. They asked him to interfere in situation with journalist Zhanbolat Mamay. 
Authors of letter (in particularly, ten public figures) expressed their deep concern related to strengthening of repressions and legal prosecution of citizens who expressed their opinion openly and they asked to drop prosecution with regard to Zhanbolat Mamay and «other citizens, who were convicted in different time, now are imprisoned».
«If we do not stop this outrage, future repressions shall have serious consequences for Kazakhstan… A list of victims of political prosecutions, including roll of persons who died for their views must not be filled out», it says in the letter to the President of Kazakhstan. 

2. Civil prosecutions 
2.1. Lawsuits 
March, 06 

LLP «Nedelya-PV» (Pavlodar)

Gleb Kovkhayev, «Gorodskaya Nedelya» (Pavlodar)
On February 15, 2017 newspaper «Gorodskaya Nedelya» (Pavlodar) published letter of reader Maxim Efimov. In his letter, he told about bad quality of fish cream which bought in the shop «Remix». The shop proprietor is individual entrepreneur «Darzimanov» found publication as allegation of the editorial staff fully did not reflect the actual situation and discredited business reputation of individual entrepreneur. 
On February 24, 2017 businessman issued a claim to the editorial office and demanded publication of retraction, provision of response for him within a week till March 03, 2017. Otherwise, he threatened to bring an action to court. So far as editorial staff till 03 March did not provide positive reply on his claim, on March 06, 2017 individual entrepreneur «Darzimanov» filed suit on protection of business reputation to City Court of Pavlodar and demanded publication of retraction. Except for it, plaintiff insisted on recovery of KZT2000000 as compensation of moral damage. 
March, 06

Alexandra Kim, «31 Channel» (South Kazakhstan Oblast)

The preparation for preliminary court hearings was launched on March 06, 2017 in Al-Farabi District Court. It was connected with suit on protection of honour and dignity of resident of Shymkent B. Arystanbekova against journalist of television channel«31 Channel» (South Kazakhstan Oblast) Alexandra Kim. In opinion of B. Arystanbekova, Alexandra Kim injured her name, she provided material on October 25, 2016 for television channel “Orphan whom mother-in-law sent to the psychological neurological dispensary, her friends and colleagues attempted to disembarrass” http://www.31.kz/video/show/id/15270/.
Neighbors and doctor of oblast psychological neurological dispensary (South Kazakhstan Oblast) have been connected to the investigation as case defendants. B. Arystanbekova demanded recovery in the amount of KZT1000000 solidarily and jointly. Court hearings shall launch after conduction of philological expertise. 
Март, 07

Z. Kambarova, «Saryagash» (South Kazakhstan Oblast)
In the Saryagash District Court of the South Kazakhstan region court hearings started on the lawsuit of a veteran of Saryagash district S.Agaidarov against journalist Z.Kambarova on protection of honor, dignity and reputation and compensation for moral harm.
The reason for the suit was the article "Kairan Keles" ("Miserable Keles"), published in the regional socio-political newspaper Saryagash on November 18, 2016 (No. 52 (11549), in which the journalist raised the question of the poor ecological state of the Keles River. As stated in the article, quarry operations resulted in river banks caving, stream-bank erosion, floods and flooding of cultivated areas, wildwoods, and death of domestic animals in free standing quarry pits.
While working on the article the journalist referred to the complaints of residents of the village nearby to the river. Together with the authors the letter to the editor she visited the place of ecological disaster, photographed the place of quarry operations and the quarry equipment and even talked to the veteran S.Agaidarov in the presence of many witnesses. S.Agaidarov complained about the unethical behavior of the deputy of Saryagash district maslikhat (local executive body) Zhanibek Suleimenov who said to him that "it is not good for an aqsakal (patriarch) at such an old age to be interested in the situation with forest lands".
After that the meeting of veterans council of the district was called to discuss the published article "Miserable Keles". It should be noted that the chairman of the veterans council Mustapa Suleimenov is the father of the district maslikhat deputy Zh. Suleimenov. After the meeting Smankul Agaidarov filed a lawsuit and demand to refute the published information about the deputy’s words and to compensate moral damage in the amount of 500 000 tenge 
March, 07

Samat Iskakov (Astana)
The lawyer Khamida Aitkalieva filed a suit against blogger Samat Iskakov on protection of honour, dignity and business reputation to Almaty District Court of Astana. 
The charges originated from post on page of Samat Iskakov in social network Facebook as of 27 February, where he told about concrete legal proceeding, where interests of client of G. Baitlesova lawyer Khamida Aitkalieva represented. In her turn, G. Baitlesova filed a suit against lawyer, where she stated about her non-professionalism and not in full volume fulfilled her professional duties of lawyer, but she evaluated her activity very highly. Samat Iskakov wrote post using documents which were provided by G. Baitlesova.  
Khamida Aitkalieva found that this disseminated information did not true to the fact. She asked court to impose Samat Iskakov to remove disputable publication in social network Facebook and publish retraction and recovery in the amount of KZT one million and fifty hundreds and thousands as compensation of moral damage.  
The legal service of foundation «Adil Soz» provided legal advises for blogger. 
March, 07

LLP «Zhurnalistkaya Initsiativa» (Uralsk)

Nail Chekaev, Berik Chekaev (West Kazakhstan Oblast)

On August 10, 2016 newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk Week”) published article “It was slavery”. The article was written after address of Nail and Berik Chekaevs and their relatives. They told that one Guseinov for a few months forced Nail Chekaev to work at sheep station free of charge and work under arduous and labour conditions and when Chekaev decided to go home Guseinov took his documents (i.e. his passport) and beat him. 
In January, 2017 Mile Guseinov has filed a suit against LLP «Zhurnalistkaya Initsiativa» (Uralsk), author of article Azamat Mukhanov, Nail and Berik Chekaevs on protection of honour and dignity to the court № 2 of Uralsk. Mile Guseinov asked court to acknowledge information which did not reflect the actual situation and discredited his honour and dignity and impose owner of the newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk Week”) on recovery of moral damage compensation in the amount of KZT15000000. 
During acceptance of a statement of claim for hearing Mile Guseinov diminished amount of compensation to KZT 5000000. 
In its turn, editorial staff of newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk Week”) found that suit should be withdrawn, because:

- plaintiff did not adhere the procedure of pre-trial settlement of dispute;

-during preparation of material journalist several times addressed to plaintiff for commentaries, where Guseinov refused him;

- there was no mention of untruth information in suit.  Except for it, suit was filed against improper defendant, as well as rights to media output and functions of the editorial staff of newspaper were transferred to LLP «Press-Nedelya».

March, 29

«Region EvrAsia» (Uralsk)
There was a launching of court hearings on March 29 in the court № 2 of Uralsk. The Head of Municipal Public Utilities Insitution «Center of Study for Problems of Religion» Directorate of Religious Affairs (West Kazakhstan Oblast) Zharas Akhanov filed a suit on protection of honour, dignity and business reputation against journalist of the newspaper «Region EvrAsia» (Uralsk) Zhanar Davletova. 
The charges originated from article «Money laundering due to preventive action against extremism», published on the website of newspaper «Region EvrAsia» (Uralsk) on February 21, 2017. There was coverage of issues on disbursing public funds allocated for preventive action against religious extremism and terrorism and degradation in the religious sphere of region with the participation of representatives of Territorial Directorate of Religious Affairs. The criminal case was opened with regard to directors of organizations of anti- religious extremism (West Kazakhstan Oblast) and Zharas Akhanov and Ex-Chairman of Public Association «Center of Assistance for Victims from Destructive Religious Movements «Zhaik» Kaiyrzhan Arystangaliev were caught in embezzlement of public funds.  
Not long after publication of article an action was brought to the court. Zharas Akhanov asked court to impose Zhanar Davletova on publication of a retraction on websites of newspaper, in social networks Facebook and VKontakte, submit written apologies and recovery of KZT500000 as moral damage compensation.  
March, 13
Tokhiyaz Kuchukov, «Time» (Almaty)

Nick Kremenish (Almaty)
On March 13, 2017 Zhetysu District Court of Almaty has terminated proceedings at the suit on protection of honour, dignity and business reputation of the Chairman of Public Association «Veterans of Armed Forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan» Bakhytzhan Ertaev who filed suit against LLP «Izdatelstvo Gazety Vremya», correspondent Tokhiyaz Kuchukov and First Deputy Chairman of Association of Afghanistan’ Veterans in Kazakhstan Nick Kremenish. The trial has been lasted from summer of 2016. 
We would like remind you that earlier 28 August district court has dismissed suit of B. Ertaev. He did not fulfill obligatory procedure of pre-trial settlement of dispute. 08 December appellate instance of Almaty City Court has revoked ruling of court of the first instance and submitted case for fresh investigation and consideration. 

The charges originated from article “What bought and awarded or how popular hero Bakhytzhan Ertaev rubbed hero of Russia Serik Sultangaliev up the right way” which was published in the newspaper and posted on the website of newspaper on May 19, 2016 where journalist with reference to N. Krimenish told about chairman of association of veterans of armed forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan and this organization handed award of B. Momysuly on its behalf, but they had not been empowered. 

Bakhytzhan Ertaev asked court to admit disseminated false and inaccurate information, impose defendants on publication of a retraction and recover KZT50000000 from newspaper and journalist and KZT10000000 from N. Krimenish as moral damage compensation. 
On March 13, 2017 parties presented the court with amicable agreement, according to it  plaintiff withdrew his suit in full volume upon condition that newspaper «Time» would publish article approved by parties in the column «Going back to the published». 

The court has approved amicable agreement.
March, 02
Artem Klevan, Arman Salmenov (Pavlodar)

On March 2, the city court of Pavlodar refused to satisfy the claim of the TV channel "Kazakhstan-Pavlodar" director Vladimir Aytkazin to journalist Artem Klevan and driver Armand Salmenov.
In January 2017, the director of the Pavlodar regional branch of the RTRK "Kazakhstan", Vladimir Aytkazin, sued the city of Pavlodar to defend his honor, dignity, business reputation and collect moral damage against his two former subordinates- journalist Artem Klevan and driver Arman Salmenov. Aytkazin demanded to declare information untrustworthy and to recover from each of them 1 million tenge.
The suit stated that the former employee of the television company "Kazakhstan-Pavlodar" Artem Klevan in the social network Facebook commented on the statement of the television channel "Kazakhstan-Pavlodar" editor Aigerim Muzdybayeva, who accused her head V. Aitkazin of sexual harassment and blackmail, as well as her statement that one of the employees was forced to give his salary to Aytkazin in order not to be fired. The representative of V. Aitkazin presented in court screenshots without address lines, printed on the printer and not notarized as proof of the distribution of misinformation.
On February 24, the city court of Pavlodar delivered a judgement in favor of V. Aitkazin on the suit against Aigerim Muzdybayeva, admitting the information about harassment, disseminated by A. Muzdybayeva in the social network, invalid and discrediting. The court ruled to collect 100 thousand tenge from Muzdybayeva as compensation for moral harm to V. Aitkazin. 
Monitoring was done by media reports and correspondents of foundation “Adil Soz” and information of open sources
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