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International Foundation for Protection 

of Freedom of Speech «Adil Soz» 
Violations of freedom of speech in Kazakhstan
February, 2017
(Digest)
International Foundation for Protection of Freedom of Speech «Adil Soz» has conducted analysis of violations of right to freedom of expression, receiving and dissemination of information in February, 2017 in Kazakhstan. 
There was following information:
-The National Bureau of Anti-Corruption has suspected editor-in-chief of the newspaper «Sayasi Kalam. Tribuna» Zhanbolat Mamay of laundering of part of funds, embezzled in “BTA Bank” under the pretense of conduction of legal financial operations through newspaper «Sayasi Kalam. Tribuna». The journalist Zhanbolat Mamay categorically denied charges with regard to him. He believed that it was politically motivated criminal prosecution. 
-Court hearings towards suit of Ex-Minister of Finances and State Revenues Z. Kakimzhanov, who filed it against journalists of the editorial staff of Internet-portal “Ratel.kz” they have been declared closed. 
-The criminal case has been reopened with regard to human rights activist from Ridder A. Kharlamov. He was suspected of incitement of religious hatred.  

-The Rector of Central Kazakhstan Academy B. Zhunusov charged journalist Nick Kravts with slander and illegal collection of information on privacy.  
-The resident of Aktobe S. Dosov was sentenced to three years of deprivation of liberty, earlier he was charged with criticism of the President of the Russian Federation in social networks.  
In February, 2017 seven judicial acts towards cases over protection of honour, dignity and business reputation were passed (including three ones in the appellate instance). And three ones were passed in favour of media outlets, journalists and citizens. There were demands of compensation of moral damage in the amount of KZT65 millions and 60 thousands.   

Since the beginning of the year in connection with execution of right to freedom of expression, receiving and dissemination of information, they were brought: 
-1 charge with involvement in embezzlement of funds.

-1 charge with slander.

-1 charge with slander and illegal collection of information on privacy.

-3 charges with incitement of religious enmity.

-1 charge with incitement of social enmity. 
- 8 pre-trial claims and suits on protection of honour, dignity and business reputation.
-1 charge with violation of law “On Order of Organization and Conduction of Peaceful Assemblies, Rallies, Street Pickets and Demonstrations” of the Republic of Kazakhstan.   

I. Changes of acting legislation on freedom of expression  
February, 07

KazNET
During session of government of the Republic of Kazakhstan Minister of Defense and Aerospace Industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan Beibit Atamkulov about development of law enforcement practice of adopted legislative and legal and regulatory framework to develop and adopt Conception of cyber security «Cyber protection».
«System «Cyber protection» of Kazakhstan presented broad range of organizational and legal and organizational and technical measures. Beibit Atamkulov reminded about set of   hardware-software complexes and projects fulfilled by state agencies in the sphere of information security.  
Minister of Defense and Aerospace Industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan Beibit Atamkulov noted about existence of system of centralized control over network with title «Electronic border». There was creature of safety certificate which allowed restriction of access from territory of Kazakhstan to illegal information which used codes. 
According to information of information portal of zakon.kz conception had moments which caused controversy of human rights activist. The discussion of Conception would be continued up to March 15, 2017. 
«Reliable identification of users together with measures to maintain their confidentiality mitigated the risk of serious threats, related to trust and falsification in cyber sphere». 
II. Violations of rights of journalists and media outlets 
1. Arrests and detentions 
February, 10

Zhanbolat Mamay, «Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam» (Almaty)
On February 10, 2017 editor-in-chief of the newspaper “Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam” Zhanbolat Mamay was detained; on February 11, 2017 court has sanctioned his arrest for two months within the scope of investigation of case over embezzlement of funds of “BTA Bank” by Mukhtar Ablyazov. On February 20, 2017 court has rejected appeal of Zh. Mamay and dismissed change of measure of restraint from arrest to bail. 
February, 01

Teimur Akhmedov, Asaf Guliev, (residents of Astana)
On January 18, 2017 Teimur Akhmedov was detained by CNS-agents; he was suspected of incitement of religious hatred by a group of persons. Later, court has sanctioned his arrest for two months. On January 18, 2017 Asaf Guliev was detained by CNS-agents; he was suspected of incitement of religious hatred by a group of persons. Later, court has sanctioned his arrest for two months. On February 24, 2017 court has taken into account admission of his guilt and repentance, it has sentenced Asaf Guliev to five years of restriction of liberty. 
February, 23

Erlan Kaliev, Askhat Bersalimov and Galym Ageleuov (Almaty)
On February 23, 2017 human rights activist Erlan Kaliev was detained, when he went out of office of bureau. He was sent to the District Department of Internal Affairs of Alatau District for intention to conduct single picket for protection of Zhanbolat Mamay near CNS-agency. The blogger Askhat Bersalimov and human rights activist Galym Ageleuov, they were detained on a place of conduction of action. In words of Galym Ageleuov, he came up to the place of action, in order to inform about detention of Erlan Kaliev. 

On February 23, 2017 Specialized Inter District Administrative Court of Almaty has found guilty civil activist Askhat Bersalimov in violation of legislation “On Order of Organization and Conduction of Peaceful Assemblies, Rallies, Demonstrations and Pickets” of the Republic of Kazakhstan and ruled to expose him to punishment in the form of administrative arrest for fifteen days. On February 28, 2017 appellate instance has upheld rule of administrative court. 
February, 23

Askhat Bersalinov, blogger (Almaty)

On February 23, 2017 Specialized Inter District Administrative Court of Almaty has found guilty civil activist  Askhat Bersalinov, blogger (Almaty) in violation of the law “On Order of Organization and Conduction of Peaceful Assemblies, Rallies, Pickets and Demonstrations” of the Republic of Kazakhstan; it has imposed on his administrative arrest for fifteen days.  
On February 28, 2017 appellate instance has upheld rule of administrative court. 

2. Interference to legal and professional activity of an journalist
February, 17

Saniya Toyken, Radio “Azattyk” (“Freedom”) (Aktau, Mangistau Oblast) 
The reporter of Radio “Azattyk” (“Freedom”) (Aktau, Mangistau Oblast) Saniya Toyken has been in police station during some hours; she was sent to there second time for the last month. Saniya Toyken failed to attend report meeting of Akim (Governor) of Aktau, Mangistau Oblast Alik Aidarbaev, upon editorial mission. 
Policemen of Aktau in the morning 17 February, 2017 stopped a car with Saniya Toyken. They found that Saniya sat down on back seat of car supposedly she did not fasten safety belts. These policemen said that Saniya was called in for questioning as witness of criminal case, they sat her down into police car and sent to the Department of Internal Affairs of Mangistau Oblast. 
Saniya has been in Department of Internal Affairs of Mangistau Oblast more two hours.  Saniya was interrogated, related to criminal case about probable embezzlement of funds of the trade union of oil service company “Oil Construction Company”, after that she should sign a non-disclosure agreement in the Department of Internal Affairs of Mangistau Oblast.
Policemen did not explain her rights; they were not interested in necessity of lawyer for her. Saniya stated and mentioned it in protocol of interrogation she took a copy of protocol of interrogation on hand.   
III. Violation of right for access to information 

In February in the chapter «Violations of rights for access to information” has registered 41 reports.
Including:

- Dismissals, restrictions and violation of terms of provision of information– 23 reports;
- Violation of principle of media equality – 10 reports
- Refusal in accreditation – 1: 
On February 08, 2017 announce of round table was published and posted on the website of Committee of National Security. It was devoted to “public discussion of project of the state program of fight against religious extremism and terrorism”. According to information of announce that except for officers of state bodies, representatives of public associations, NGOs and so-called traditional confessions would take part in it. 
On February 09, 2017 representatives of Radio “Azattyk” (“Freedom”) filed application of accreditation to cover round table in National University of Defense. On the next day journalist of Radio “Azattyk” (“Freedom”) contacted with officer of Command Staff of Anti-Terrorist Center of CNS-Agency Erzhan Erezhepov. He said about accreditation failure of journalists because of deficiency of vacant places in room.

- Violation of the right to dissemination of information – 1

- Unjustified restrictions of right to dissemination of information in Internet – 3. There were:
http://tribunakz.com/ (Almaty)
pana-defenders.info
The group «Monitoring of situation with security of human rights activists» informed in Facebook: 17.02.2017 following information that website of newspaper «Tribuna» -http://tribunakz.com/ has been non-functioned. Probably blocking of the website took a place. The website has been inaccessible for Internet-users till the end of February.

Also, group informed about problems with access to the website of Security Coalition and Protection of Human Rights Activists, Activists pana-defenders.info on February 17, 2017. At the present time, website is accessible.
IV. Charges of media outlets and citizens due to execution of right for freedom of expression  

1. Criminal prosecutions
February, 16

Zhanna Bogatyreva (Kostanay Oblast)
The resident of Zhitikara (Kostanay Oblast) Olesiya Morozova has brought an action to Zhitikara District Court. She has filed a suit against Zhanna Bogatyreva under article 130 p.2 “Slander” of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan.   
The charges originated from commentary by Zhanna Bogatyreva under note in social network «Odnoklassniki» in group «Announcements of Zhitikara» of citizen А.: «Never contact with Olesiya and Ivan, they are gamblers». In her commentary, Zhanna wrote: «I fully support author. Olesiya Morozova and Ivan Oskarbekov (in particularly, he has been dope addict, previously convicted person; stole KZT40000 from her, did not make repair) threatened to her… Be careful! 

In opinion of Olesiya Morozova, Zhanna Bogatyreva using Internet she disseminated knowingly false information discredited her honour and dignity.  The private prosecutor demanded recovery of KZT100000 as compensation of moral damage. 
On February 16, 2017 court has found guilty Zhanna Bogatyreva in commission of criminal offence, but as authorized under part 1 of article 65 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan discharged her from criminal responsibility due to active repentance. The court has satisfied suit of Morozova partially it has imposed Bogatyreva on recovery of KZT5000 of moral damage. 
The sentence did not come into force. 
February, 28

Nick Kravets, PA «tengrinews» (Karaganda)

On February 28, 2017 Kazybek Bi District Court of Karaganda has commenced proceeding towards accusation of correspondent of press agency «tengrinews» Nick Kravets in slander under article 130 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan and in violation of integrity of private life and personal data under article 147 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The proceeding has been opened by rector of Central Asian Academy Bakhytbai Zhunusov. 
The charges originated from articles “Jewelled eggs of Faberge and brilliants in the amount of USD1.2 millions were stolen Karaganda oblast” and “It has become known name of a resident of Karaganda whom jeweled eggs Faberge and sapphires were stolen” posted on website on January 30, 2017. Articles have been prepared on materials of the sentence passed with regard to persons, who was charged with robbery. The sentence has been taken from official resource, website of the Supreme Court.  Nick Kravets told in his second publication about suffered rector of the academy.
Bakhytbai Zhunusov stated that Nick Kravets slandered him he said that jewelled eggs of Faberge and brilliants in the amount of USD1.2 millions were stolen from house; according to materials of criminal case there was information on coins with picture of egg Faberge in the amount of more KZT2000000 and golden decorations in the total amount of more KZT23000000. 
Also, Bakhytbai Zhunusov thought that journalist illegally collected information on his privacy when he sent letters-requests to Karaganda Oblast Prosecutor’s Office and Department of State Revenues. Nick Kravets was interested in foreign accounts and planned control of corruption.
February, 03 
Alexander Kharlamov (Ridder, East Kazakhstan Oblast)
The criminal case has opened with regard to human rights activist from Ridder (East Kazakhstan Oblast)Alexander Kharlamov; he has suspected of incitement if religious hatred under article 174 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan.   
The charges originated from “The most genius book” which has been published in 2015 with the help of funds human rights activist. In this book, he told about religion and atheism, influence of science on Christianity. The criminal case was opened on November 16, 2016. On November 22, 2016 psychological and philological expertise has made report. The book of A. Kharlamov had signs of negative relation to other religions.  
In the evening on February 02, 2017 during searching three flash-cards and computer processor was taken in the flat of A. Kharlamov. Also, policemen took 83 copies of book. Only, religious literature should be taken, according to prosecutorial sanction.  
In his turn, A. Kharlamov stated that his labour referred to scientific literature and he believed that reason for criminal prosecutor has been connected with his human rights activity. 
Within the scope of new criminal case A. Kharlamov has been subjected to psychiatric examination. He said about it to reporters of Radio “Azattyk”. In his words, he on police car was delivered from Ridder to Ust-Kamenogorsk to the Oblast Psychoneurologic Dispensary; he was interviewed during some hours, after that he was delivered to Ridder back. 
Kharlamov stated about violation of procedural activity during his delivery to psychiatric examination. Policemen did not introduce him with decree on appointment to psychiatric examination and also, with issues which have been risen before psychiatric examination. 
In his turn, Deputy for Head of Department of Internal Affairs (Ridder) Half Colonel Nurzhan Beldeubaev, who headed new criminal case with regard to Alexander Kharlamov, he said to reporters of Radio “Azattyk” about absence of procedural violations, because A. Kharlamov knew about necessity of psychiatric examination. He should go to the psychiatric examination individually, but A. Kharlamov in words of Bergeubaev said that he had no car, that’s why police car has been given to him. Beldeubaev state that it was non-forced psychiatric examination. 
We would like to remind you that in March, 2013 the State Department of Internal Affairs (Ridder) has opened criminal case upon same article of Criminal Case with regard to Alexander Kharlamov. Then, policemen found that posts of human rights activist in social network “Moy Mir” signs of new religious movement. In opinion of law enforcement agents, author criticized and expressed his opinions negatively with regard to Islam, Catholicism, Orthodox Christianity and Judaism.
On March 17, 2013 A. Kharlamov has been arrested forced psychiatric examination has been conducted with regard to him; it has ruled him sane. Later, 17 August, 2013 case has been considered by Ridder City Court. It was done upon petition of prosecutor and it was remitted for further investigation. There was necessity to change accusation of newly discovered facts and lodging of new charge which differed from previous one. On September 04, 2013 A. Kharlamov has been released from pre-trial detention facility of Ust-Kamenogorsk under the written pledge not to leave country.  
February, 24
Teimur Akhmedov and Asaf Guliev (residents of Astana)
Reporters of Radio “Azattyk” informed that in Astana there was investigation of criminal case towards incitement of religious hatred under article 174 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan with regard to two representatives of religious association «Christian Community of Jehovah's Witnesses» - Teimur Akhmedov and Asaf Guliev (residents of Astana). According to version of CNS-agency, they delivered homilies, these homilies caused damage to «interfaith and interethnic concord». Their lawyer stated about provocation from national security environment.

On January 18, 2017 Teimur Akhmedov and Asaf Guliev were detained by CNS-agents. Later, District Court № 2 of Saryarkinsk District of Astana sanctioned their arrest for two months.  
The CNS-agency provided information for reporters of Radio “Azattyk” after official letter-request. Teimur Akhmedov and Asaf Guliev from May to November, 2016 «organized some religious assemblies on various flats» in Astana, where they delivered homilies; these homilies had «signs of wounding of religious and national feelings of representatives of different confession and ethnos». According to information of national security environment and report of forensic expertise these homilies had signs of incitement of hatred and statements on the peculiarity and superiority of one religion over other one.  
Asaf Guliev fully admitted his guilt and fully repented. On February 24, 2017 court has sentenced him to five years of deprivation of liberty with probation. 
The lawyer of Teimur Akhmedov Vitally Kuznetsov convinced of innocence of his client. He stated that so-called assemblies which took a place on flats, these assemblies were organized by security officials, who introduced themselves as students.  During conversation they asked provocative questions about other religions. All meetings were recorded on    specially inbuilt technique.  

«Well, in effect, my client, answering questions of students he simply expressed adequate opinion when drank tea with regard to some or other religious beliefs and doctrines. According to his words there were no calls for violence or other illegal actions” – said Vitally Kuznetsov to reporters of Radio “Azattyk”.  
Teimur Akhmedov who was suspected of incitement of religious hatred; he is more than sixty years old, has three children and he denied all charges which were brought against him. 
February, 15

Sanat Dosov (Aktobe)
On December 27, 2016 resident of Aktobe Sanat Dosov was found guilty in institution of social discord with usage of television and communication networks under article 174 p.1 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan.  The court № 2 of Aktobe has sentenced him to three years of deprivation of liberty. 

The charges originated from his commentaries in social network Facebook on articles taken from open Internet-resources. In his posts, activist from Aktobe criticized policy of the President of the Russian Federation with regard to Syria and Ukraine.   
Sanat Dosov denied all charges with regard to him. Sanat Dosov stated that he had no any idea to incite social enmity and humiliate president of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin. He used only freedom of speech which was proclaimed in Constitution of Kazakhstan.
According to information of Kazakhstan Bureau of Human Rights three expertise were imposed by investigating officers. These expertise had no signs of crime in statements of Facebook’s user. And, only expert-politologist Zhanna Baisalbaeva found «signs of institution of social hatred and discord».

On February 15, 2017 Board of Appeals of Aktobe Oblast Court has upheld sentence to activist from Aktobe and dismissed appeal.   
The lawyer of Sanat Dosov Darkhan Myrzabekov informed about intention to appeal against sentence under cassational procedure. 

February, 24

Aslan Kurmanbaev (Kokshetau)
The website www.elbacity.press informed that Center of Forensic Expertise of Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan made a finding. It was connected with publication about boycott of Universiade and EXPO of civil activist Aslan Kurmanbaev in social network    Facebook; it had no signs of crime under article 174 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, concerning institution of social hatred.
The Department of Internal Affairs of Astana has opened criminal case against civil activist Aslan Kurmanbaev under article 174 “Institution of social, national, generic, racial, class or religious discord” of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The charges originated from post about boycott of Universiade and EXPO for convicted activists M. Bokaev and T. Ayan in social network.  

At the present time, Aslan Kurmanbaev is in the status of witness. 
1.1. Zhanbolat Mamay (Almaty)

1.1.1. Actions of investigating and judicial bodies
February, 10
Searches in the editorial office of newspaper “Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam” and in the house of its editor-in-chief Zhanbolat Mamay were conducted on February 10, 2017. Later the same day Zhanbolat Mamay was detained by officers of National Anti-Corruption Bureau within the scope of investigation of the case over embezzlement of “BTA Bank” funds by Mukhtar Ablyazov. 
Policemen took his mobile telephone and table; this table was used by his father.  
On February 10, 2017 National Bureau of Anti-Corruption issued press release. It has continued investigation of criminal case with regard to Ex-Chairman of the Board of Directors of JSC «BTA Bank» M. Ablyazov, Zh. Zharimbetov and others, related to facts of embezzlement of bank funds. During investigating procedure new accomplice of Ablyazov has been determined in Kazakhstan. It was Zhanbolat Mamay. He laundered a part of funds which were embezzled under the pretext of conduction of legal financial operations through newspaper “Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam”.

February, 11
Before his arrest, Zhanbolat Mamay made a public statement:

“I am Zhanbolat Mamay, I do not consider myself guilty upon charges brought against me. I did not manage business and financing activity in my life. I believe that this prosecution is politically motivated pressing for my journalistic activity and attempt to close newspaper “Tribuna”. 
It has been known that newspaper “Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam” suffered a financial trouble, that’s why its publication has been delayed. Its director said about debts before printing house when explained reason of suspension circulation printing.   
On February 11, 2017 Medeu District Court of Almaty has sanctioned arrest of the editor-in-chief of newspaper “Tribuna” Zhanbolat Mamay for two months within the scope of investigation towards case over embezzlement of funds “BTA Bank” by Mukhtar Ablyazov. 

The editor-in-chief of newspaper “Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam” Zhanbolat Mamay will be remained in detention until April 10, 2017. On February 20, 2017 Almaty City Court has considered appeal, related to judgment of Medeu District Court on applying a measure of restraint with regard to editor-in-chief of newspaper “Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam” Zhanbolat Mamay. The lawyer of Zhanbolat Mamay Zhanar Balgabaeva said that court has dismissed to release Mamay on bail; explained that this measure has not been applicable to the charges such as filed against him. The consideration of an appeal was conducted behind closed doors; close relatives, colleagues and media representatives failed to enter into court room.
Before beginning of trial of Z. Mamay his supporters stood inside of the building of Almaty City Court with a hand-made poster and demanded to release editor-in-chief of newspaper “Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam” Zhanbolat Mamay. 
February, 21
The editor- in-chief of the newspaper "Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam" is under apprehension of his life.

On 21 February, 2017 editor-in-chief of the newspaper "Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam" Zhanbolat Mamay informed from pretrial detention center №18 that he was beaten and got, extorted money and Mamay had serious reasons to be under apprehension of his life.

"I ask you to take measures to safeguard my personal security.  Until Friday evening I was quarantined in the cell N 81, and then transferred to the cell N 197. Please transfer me to a safe place, possibly to a solitary ward. I fear for my life and safety ", - Zh. Mamay wrote in a statement to his lawyer Zhanar Balgabaeva.

Besides, he passed a note to the journalist of newspaper "Tribuna. Sayasi Kalam" Inga Imanbay said.

"I declare that I was beaten in a prison cell. I am not going to commit a suicide. If it happens to me, it would be murder. I fear for my life. I was told that they would get me in any jail cell, and this is not a joke. I was beaten in the cell. They demanded KZT200000. They told me to go back on my testimony", - Mamay wrote in his letter.

According to journalist Sergey Duvanov’s post in social network Facebook, Mamay was threatened to be hanged in the cell if he would not change his testimony. 
On February 21, 2017 reporter of Radio “Azattyk” asked question officer of detention center LA-155/18 (pre-trial detention center 8). Bakhytzhan Baimagambetov said that Zhanbolat Mamay has been transferred from cell, but he refused to clear details.  
On February 22, 2017 lawyer of Zhanbolat Mamay refuted this information. Zhanar Balgabaeva said to reporters of Radio “Azattyk” that Zhanbolat Mamay has been in the cell, where he was beaten presumably by cellmates. The officer of pre-trial detention facility said that Zhanbolat Mamay has not been transferred to other cell because of “investigative actions”. 
Zhanar Balgabaeva said about visit of the special prosecutor to pre-trial detention facility on February 22, 2017. The special prosecutor has “taken testimonies”. Zhanar Balgabaeva told about shape of Zhanbolat Mamay. He had bruises on his body. She said about intention to file a complaint for supposed ignorance of administration of pre-trial detention facility. 
February, 23
On February 23, 2017 Zhanbolat Mamay’s lawyer Zhanar Balgabaeva told at the press conference that Pre-trial investigation upon fact of Zhanbolat Mamay’s beating was began in detention center. "Zhanbolat was transferred to the cell №150, where four persons were detained. However, we are still not sure whether he is in safety there. Until we are sure he is safe, we shall monitor the situation daily. The Police Department of Turksib District launched pre-trial investigation upon fact of Zhanbolat Mamay’s beating in the detention center "- Zhanar Balgabaeva said.
However, she emphasized that Zhanbolat Mamay is under psychological pressure.
"When Zhanbolat was in cell №197 he was under physical pressure all the time. After this fact was disclosed to public, beating stopped, but Mamay experiencing constant 2-hour talks with cellmates. These cellmates try make him change his testimony and warn that he would not be able to survive in the detention center", - the lawyer added.
According Zhanar Balgabaeva relevant complaints to law enforcement and regulatory authorities were filed immediately after receipt of Zhanbolat Mamay’s claim on beating and threats.
February, 24
The Press Service of Committee of Penal System of the Republic of Kazakhstan informed that joint control with prosecutor of Almaty, appeal of lawyer Zhanara Balgabaeva and disseminated information in media on coercion and threat to life of arrested opposition journalist Zhanbolat Mamay failed to find acknowledgement of these facts. 
«During interrogation Zhanbolat Mamay in oral and written form explained that he had no pretensions to administration of pre-trial detention facility and other cellmates. Doctor of pre-trial detention facility recorded lack of some bodily injuries on body of Zhanbolat Mamay. Zhanbolat Mamay refused to undergo medical examination. So, facts of threats to life and coercion of Zhanbolat Mamay failed to find acknowledgement.  To die down frenzy over this situation, Zhanbolat Mamay was transferred to other cell of pre-trial detention facility, according to information of disseminated information.  
On February 26, 2017 Committee for Protection of Journalist and Public Activist Zhanbolat Mamay refuted press release which was issued and disseminated by Prosecutor’s Office of Almaty and Committee of Penal System of Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan. According to information of press release Zhanbolat Mamay was not come under pressure, beaten and extorted.
According to statement of Committee for Protection of Journalist and Public Activist Zhanbolat Mamay, evidences suggested otherwise. Zh. Mamai, who has never been criminally convicted before in violation of Article 32 of the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On the procedure and conditions of keeping persons in special facilities ensuring temporary isolation from the general public” relocated to cell N197 where persons who have been criminally convicted before are held. Having said that he earlier had criminal records, but he was not sentenced to deprivation of liberty; it was not a reason for such transfer. 

Calls from a mobile phone from the same cell were made to Mr. Mamai’s wife I. Imanbai, demanding a payment of 200,000 tenge. Those phone calls were witnessed by human rights defender E. Zhovtis and journalist S. Duvanov, because Ms. Imanbai was at the office of the Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and the Rule of Law at the time the phone calls were made. 
On February 21, 2017 Zhanbolat Mamai made complaint of beating and extortion. On the same day, Zh. Turmagambetova, a member of the Public Council under the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, addressed the head of the Committee for Correctional System of the Republic of Kazakhstan MR. A. Bazylbekov concerning the situation around Mr. Mamai, and received assurances of his safety. On the same day, lawyer Zhanar Balgabaeva found out that Zhanbolat Mamai was not transferred to the other cell. On the same day, Zhanbolat Mamai made written statement that some statements which were made by him in the absence of his lawyer were cancelled.

On the same day, the medical official at the detention unit and the special prosecutor conducted a check-up of Mr. Mamai and, in his own words, found clearly visible brushes and bruises on his body—which according to the press release neither the prosecutor’s office or management of the detention unit had chosen to pay attention to or duly make a record of.
We believe that these facts directly or indirectly point at the elements of a crime that has been committed against Mr. Mamai, and we express our regret that in this situation the Almaty city prosecutor’s office, instead of providing assistance in protecting Mr. Mamai’s right to freedom against torture and cruel treatment and personal security, seems to be doing the opposite, by helping the management of the pre-trial detention unit and Committee for Correctional System in their attempts to misrepresent the actual situation. 
1.1.2. Actions in protection of Zhanbolat Mamay
February, 14
The Committee for Protection of Civil Activist and Journalist Zhanbolat Mamay was found on February 14, 2017 in Almaty. The Committee consisted of dozens of activists, human rights activists and journalists; there was also, deputy editor-in-chief of the newspaper «Sayasi Kalam. Tribuna», wife of Zhanbolat Mamay, Inga Imanbai, human rights activist Eugene Zhovtis, president of foundation «Adil Soz» Tamara Kaleyeva, editor-in-chief of newspaper «Zhas Alash» Rysbek Sarsenbaiuly. 

On February 17, 2017 Committee made a statement on violation of international obligations of Kazakhstan and constitutional guarantees, related to freedom of speech, expression of opinion and legal prosecution of journalists and civil activists.  
«We express deep concern and must state that fight against extremism, corruption and crime often runs into legal prosecution of independent media outlets, journalists and civil activists. As a result of it, violation of norms of national and international standards of fair justice takes a place, it contravenes to constitutional guarantees of freedom of expression, and information sphere is narrowed». 
They remind about facts, such as, imprisonment of Chairman of Union of Journalists of Kazakhstan, President of National Press Club Seitkazy Matayev and General Director of Independent Press Agency “KazTAG” Aset Matayev under the pretext of struggle with financial crimes (corruption crimes); deprivation of liberty of father of three minor children Sanat Dosov for criticism of the President of the Russian Federation in social networks; imprisonment and sentence to six years of deprivation of liberty of resident of Pavlodar R. Ginatullin for repost of video references, posted in open access and etc. 

«The usage unacknowledged by sufficient proofs of accusations in economic crimes or  incitement of various types of hatred based on inadmissible as a matter of law expert reports  are presumptions in nature, it represents direct threat to freedom of speech and expression of opinion, existence of independent mass media and free and open activity of journalists and bloggers.  
They demand to observe international obligations, constitutional guarantees of freedom of speech, expression and media activity in the Republic of Kazakhstan; drop legal prosecution of independent editions, journalists and civil activists for  execution of the right to freedom of expression; reconsider court decisions and release Seitkazy and Aset Matayevs, Sanat Dosov, Rinat Ginatullin and other bloggers and civil activists;  drop legal prosecution and release Zhanbolat Mamay; carefully follow to principle of the rule of law and fair justice of all cases, especially politically motivated ones.    
Kazakh authorities should immediately release Zhanbolat Mamay, editor of the independent newspaper Sayasi kalam/Tribuna, the Committee to Protect Journalists said on February 13, 2017.  
"Kazakhstan's authorities have systematically cleansed the country's news media of dissenting voices, and the arrest of Zhanbolat Mamay is one more step in that direction," said Nina Ognianova, CPJ's Europe and Central Asia Program coordinator. "Kazakhstan should release the editor without delay and cease harassing him for his work." 
Mamay, who has written about official corruption and other sensitive issues, told the U.S.-government funded broadcast Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty's Kazakh-language service before his arrest that he was being followed, RFE/RL reported.
Ablyazov, who is wanted in Kazakhstan on charges of laundering some US $6 billion while he was the head of BTA Bank, today wrote on Facebook called the charges against Mamay "absurd," noting that he had never met the journalist, "who was 17-20 years old in the period of 2005-2009, when the money laundering allegedly took place." The opposition leader denies the charges against him as well, and has for years fought Kazakhstan's requests to extradite him. (Reference: These materials were taken from official website of organization “Committee to Protect Journalists” www.cpj.org/2017/02/editor-arrested-in-kazakhstan.php) 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) calls for the immediate release of Zhanbolat Mamay, the editor of the opposition newspaper Tribuna/Sayasi kalam, whose arrest on 10 February in Almaty shows that the Kazakh government’s persecution of the country’s few remaining independent media outlets is not letting up. 
On February 18, 2017 international human rights organization Amnesty International brought censure of arrest of Zhanbolat Mamay. According to statement of organization, arrest of Zhanbolat Mamay for two months during period of investigation towards charges with money laundering, it represents as attempt of the state authority of Kazakhstan to restrict freedom of expression of opinions.
«The state authority of Kazakhstan over a period of five years prosecutes and pressure journalists and independent media outlets for their critical opinions and posts in social networks. Kazakh people have no chance to know about actual problems in Kazakhstan. The arrest of Zhanbolat Mamay is one more attack on freedom of opinions», — stated Denis Krivosheev, deputy director international human rights organization Amnesty International in Europe and Central Asia. 
February, 23
On February 23, 2017 Committee for Protection of Journalist and Public Figure Zhanbolat Mamay at press conference in Almaty issued press release, where it voiced confidence that «legal prosecution of Zhanbolat Mamay has been politically motivated; it was connected with his active civil position and independent character of the newspaper, headed by him.  
We also persuade that illegal placement and transfer to cell of person with no criminal background earlier with prisoners for commission of grave crimes; it aimed at pressure upon him, endanger his personal safety. It follows also from that in spite of his own statement, statement of his lawyer and his wife on necessity to provide personal security for him, appeals to head of pre-trial detention facility and special prosecutor, disseminating information to the administration of penal system, as of afternoon on February 22, 2017 he has been in the cell for eight persons, two his cellmates have been transferred to the other place».

Committee for Protection of Journalist and Public Figure Zhanbolat Mamay demands to drop legal prosecution of Zhanbolat Mamay, conduct detailed investigation of beating of journalist and provide personal security for him. 
2. Civil prosecutions 
2.1. Suits 
February, 01

Marat Asipov, Sapa Mekebaev, Gennadiy Benditskiy, Ratel.kz (Almaty)
LLP «ITAU» (Almaty)

Vitaliy Protsentov (Almaty)
Alexander Vorotilov, Forbes.kz (Almaty)

Judge Timur Zhumamuratov satisfied the plaintiff’s motion to conduct the court hearings behind closed doors thus agreed that information about Kakimzhanov’s kinship relationships invaded his privacy.
On February 01, 2017 in Medeu District Court in Almaty pre-trial hearings were conducted in Ex- Minister of Finance and State Revenues of the Republic of Kazakhstan Zeinulla Kakimzhanov and Ilkhalid Kakaimzhanov’s lawsuit to Ratel.kz и Forbes.kz
First of all, plaintiff’s motion on conducting hearings and pronouncing decision behind closed doors was considered. The plaintiff’s lawyer explained that information about Kakimzhanovs’ kinship relationships invaded their privacy and information about names of top-management of some companies discloses commercial confidentiality.
In their turn respondents’ lawyers pointed out that all information contained in questioned articles was obtained from open access sources including official websites of state bodies and thus cannot invade privacy or disclose commercial secrets. 
The judge left to the consultation room and after his return to the court room announced that the plaintiff’s motion was satisfied and court hearings would continue behind closed doors. 
On December 29, 2016 editors office of Internet portal Ratel.kz received pre-trial claim from Ex- Minister of Finance and State Revenues of the Republic of Kazakhstan Zeinulla Kakimzhanov. He demanded retraction of nine articles published on the site from May to December, 2016 and deleting them from the site.
In early January Z.Kakimzhanov filed the lawsuit to Medeu District Court of Almaty not even waiting for the end of 30-day time limit for responding to the pre-trial claim. In addition to retraction and removal of articles the plaintiffs Zeinulla Kakimzhanov and Ilhalid Kakimzhanov, demanded redress for the non-pecuniary damage: from the chief editor of the portal Marat Asipov and journalist Sapa Mekebaev - KZT2000000,  from journalist Gennady Benditskiy - KZT6000000, from Former General Director of LLP "Avtodorservis" Vitaly Protsentov - KZT5000000, from publisher  LLP "ITAYU" - KZT6000000.
On January 11, 2017 judge T. Zhumamuratov issued a ruling to secure the claim. He prohibited defendants “to cover the trial in media by drawing attention of media and making comments in social networks.
Preliminary hearing on the suit of Ex-Minister of Finance and the State Revenues of the Republic of Kazakhstan Zeinulla Kakimzhanov to the Internet portal Ratel.kz began in Almaty on January 16, 2017. The plaintiffs Zeinulla Kakimzhanov and Ilhalid Kakimzhanov  made additions to their lawsuit. They demanded to name the publisher of website Forbes.kz LLP “United Media Group” and its Deputy ediotor-in-chief Alexander Vorotilov as defendants on the same lawsuit.
Moreover the plaintiffs’ representative filed the request to conduct hearing behind closed doors, because the questioned articles disclose information about the plaintiffs’ kinship relationships and social status thus invading privacy.
In his turn, the representative of the Internet portal Ratel.kz said that since the pre-trial claim was received on December 29, 2016 and the response time is 30 days. Thus the possibility of pre-trial settlement of the dispute has not been lost, and the claim should be denied.
Nevertheless the judge scheduled the next hearing on January 24, 2017 i.e. before the expiry of the pre-trial settlement time but later it was postponed to February 01, 2017.

February, 09

Aidyn Egeubaev (Astana)

Tugel Sadybekov, movement «Eagles of the Great Steppe» (Astana)

On December 09, 2016 Judge of Almaty District Court (Astana) A. Moldybaeva dismissed without prejudice suit on protection of honour, dignity, business reputation and recovery of moral damage of general director of the company «Batua» Askar Izimgaliev and founder of this company Nurlan Biyadilov. This suit was filed against activist Aidyn Egeubaev and head of movement «Eagles of the Great Steppe» (Astana) Askar Izimgaliev. 
Plaintiffs stated that Aidyn Egeubaev (Astana) in media and social networks charged company «Batua» that its representatives jointly with citizens of China supposedly illegally received lands and solid investments from state. Plaintiffs said that after statements of Aidyn Egeubaev and Tugel Sadybekov their company has been controlled on the side of state bodies; it obstructed of its activity.   
Askar Izimgaliev and Nurlan Biyadilov demanded and insisted on publication of retraction of disseminating information and recovery of KZT10000000 as moral damage compensation. 
The court dismissed suit, because plaintiffs did not observe pre-trial order of settlement of dispute. 
On February 09, 2017 board of appeals of court (Astana) upheld rule of district court and dismissed appeal of plaintiffs.  
February, 09

PA «Kazakhzerno», LLP «Kazakhzerno» (Astana) 

On December 08, 2016 Almaty District Court of Astana has made a rule on suit on protection of honour and dignity of LLP «August Kazakhstan», its general director Rishat Zakirov which was filed against press agency «KazakhZerno» and its owner LLP «KazakhZerno». 
The charges originated from article «August – is an enemy for farmers» (№ 4 (183) e.g. this article was published in information analytical bulletin «KazakhZerno.kz» on April 29, 2016.). This article contained negative evaluation of the activity and discredited business reputation of LLP «August Kazakhstan» and also, criticized honour and business reputation of its general reputation of Rishat Zakirov. They asked court to impose owner of the edition to disclose author of article, publish retraction; press agency should publish retraction and defendants should recover KZT5000000 as moral damage compensation of LLP «August Kazakhstan», its general director Rishat Zakirov.  
The forensic psychological and philological expertise did not find any information which discredited R. Zakirov in disputable text and also, negative information which criticized activity of LLP «August Kazakhstan». 
The court has taken into account report of forensic expertise as admissible and accurate proof, but dismissed suit. 
On February 09, 2017 Board of Appeals of Court (Astana) has upheld decision of court of the first instance and dismissed appeal of plaintiffs.  
February, 16

November, 29

Oleg Gusev, «Temirtauskiy Rabochiy» (Karaganda Oblast)

On November 29, 2016 Temirtau City Court has partially satisfied suit on protection of business reputation of LLP «Okzhetpes-T». This suit was filed against editorial staff of newspaper «Temirtauskiy Rabochiy» (Karaganda Oblast) and journalist Oleg Gusev   it has imposed defendant to publish retraction of information. 
The article “Racket in Temirtau style: Okzhetpes-T collected communal payments illegally” by Oleg Gusev was published in the newspaper «Temirtauskiy Rabochiy» (Karaganda Oblast) on June 15, 2016.  
On February 16, 2017 appellate instance of Karaganda Oblast Court has upheld decision of court of the first instance and dismissed complaint of defendants. 
February, 20

Aidyn Egeubaev (Astana)
Today.kz (Astana)

On February 20, 2017 Esil District Court of Astana has imposed website Today.kz on publication of a retraction. It was prepared by civil activist Aidyn Egeubaev (Astana), in order to fulfill court decision towards suit on protection of honour, dignity and business reputation of akim (governor) of Aktobe oblast Berdybek Saparbaev.   
The decision on admittance of information which was disseminated by blogger in Youtube, as information did not correspond with reality which discredited and it should be refuted on the website Тоdау.kz, it was made on October 20, 2016. Also, defendant had to recover KZT100000 for akim (governor) as moral damage compensation (demanded amount of moral damage – KZT5000000). 

According to information of post of A. Egeubaev those lands in East Kazakhstan oblast were optimized for farmlands; they were provided for Chinese farmers during Saparbaev’s time as akim (governor) of East Kazakhstan oblast. 
After that court decision came into effect on December 07, 2016 A. Egeubaev prepared and sent refutation on two pages of text to the editorial office of information portal.  According to his words, his proposed version did not like to editorial staff of website, because they proposed brief information with his apologies. As a result of it action was brought to the court. It has imposed editorial staff on publication of retraction.   

For non-fulfillment of court decision in February, 2017 blogger was taken into custody in administrative order for five days. A. Egeubaev said to reporters of Radio “Azattyk” at that moment, he began to pay fine in the amount of KZT100000 partially, but he failed to pay entire amount and publish retraction because of disagreement with editorial staff, concerning volume and content of material.     
February, 24
Aigerim Muzdybaeva, RTRC «Kazakhstan-Pavlodar» (Pavlodar)

Pavlodar City Court closed court hearings. There was a suit on protection of honour, dignity, business reputation and recovery of moral damage which was filed by Director of Pavlodar Oblast Branch RTRC «Kazakhstan» (Pavlodar) Bauyrzhan (by passport Vladimir) Aitkazin against  editor-master of television channel «Kazakhstan-Pavlodar» Aigerim Muzdybaeva. 
We would like to remind you that charges originated from accusations of Bauyrzhan (by passport Vladimir) Aitkazin in sexual harassment and extortion by editor-master of television channel «Kazakhstan-Pavlodar» Aigerim Muzdybaeva on personal page of Chairman of the JSC RTRC  «Kazakhstan» Kemelbek Oishybaev in social network Facebook. Except for it, she informed about dismissal of one of the employees of the branch of RTRC «Kazakhstan-Pavlodar», because he refused to give first salary to Aitkazin. Aigerim Muzdybaeva said same information in her interview to correspondents of newspaper «Time» and PA «Today.kz». 
Director of Pavlodar Oblast Branch RTRC «Kazakhstan» Bauyrzhan (by passport Vladimir) Aitkazin asked court to admit discredited and false information; impose A. Muzdybaeva on publication of retraction and recovery of KZT2000000 as moral damage compensation. 
At the beginning of February during preliminary court session B. Aitkazin decreased claims under the lawsuit in a part of publication of retraction on page of chairman of the board of directors of JSC «RTRC «Kazakhstan» in connection with dismissal. 

On February 24, 2017 court has satisfied suit partially: information on harassment which was disseminated by Aigerim Muzdybaeva in social network; court has admitted that it was untruth and discredited information. The court has made a rule. It has imposed defendant o0n recovery of KZT100000 as moral damage compensation of Aitkazin.   
At the beginning of February during preliminary court session towards suit of B. Aitkazin filed against former employees of television channel Artem Klevan and Arman Salmenov;   plaintiff also diminished demands in a part of publication of a retraction on page of chairman of the board of directors of JSC «RTRC «Kazakhstan». 

The first court session will be held on February 23, 2017. 
We would like to remind you that Artem Klevan on page of Chairman of the JSC RTRC «Kazakhstan» in social network Facebook commented statement of A. Muzdybaeva and acknowledged that he heard about harassments from colleagues during his activity in the branch of television and radio corporation. Also, he published commentary which acknowledged dismissal of one of the employees, who refused to give salary to the administration of branch of RTRC.  
Bauyrzhan (by passport Vladimir) Aitkazin except for publication of retraction, he demanded recovery of KZT1000000 as moral damage compensation from Artem Klevan. 
February, 17

LLP «Zhurnalistkaya Initsiativa» (Uralsk)

Alla Zlobina, «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk’ Week”) (Uralsk)

The court №2 of Uralsk closed court hearings. Earlier, state department «Department of Health Care System of West Kazakhstan Oblast» filed suit on protection of business reputation against owner of newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk’ Week”) (Uralsk) LLP «Zhurnalistkaya Initsiativa» (Uralsk) Alla Zlobina.
The charges originated from article under title «In Uralsk a family can not find kidnapped small baby», published and posted on the website of newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk’ Week”) (Uralsk) on July 14, 2016. In paper, the Botkaevs told about their 18-year-old daughter her newborn baby was kidnapped allegedly in the maternity home.  
Later, newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk’ Week”) (Uralsk) published continuation of story. Law enforcement agencies gave official version. It was fiction.  
However, state department «Department of Health Care System of West Kazakhstan Oblast» has brought an action to court №2 of Uralsk and demanded to publish retraction and recovery of KZT10000000 from newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk’ Week”) (Uralsk).    
On February 17, 2017 court has partially granted demands of state department; it has imposed defendants to refute admitted untruth fragment of material.  
The court decision did not come into effect. 
February, 22

Nazima Ospanova (Almaty)
On February 22, 2017, executing judgment which was passed by suit on protection of honour and dignity of Ex-Head of Department of Employment and Social Programms of Almaty Amir Kulmakhanov, Former Director of Residential Care Facility for the Disabled Persons and Persons with Psychoneurological Disorders Nazipa Ospanova held press conference.
According to information of press release: after assignment to position by Amir Kulmakhanov Nazipa Ospanova attempted to bring housing conditions of patients  into conformity with requirements of approved standard; she was dismissed and then, in further was brought to responsibility under article 307 p.1 “Official misconduct” of Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan.     
And with it, Nazipa Ospanova continued to state about her innocence and in January 2015, she held press conference where she told about role of Amir Kulmakhanov in her pursuit. 

A year later, she learnt that Amir Kulmakhanov has brought an action to Medeu District Court of Almaty. The rule has been made in her and lawyer’s absence. It has admitted discredited and untruth information which was disseminated during press conference. The court has imposed Nazipa Ospanova on retraction of information and on recovery of KZT60000 as moral damage compensation. 
February, 08
Ekaterina Litvyakova, «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk’ Week”) (Uralsk) 
On February 08, 2017 court № 2 of Uralsk closed trial. It was connected with suit on protection of honour and dignity of resident of Uralsk Rosa Tulekenova who was filed suit against editorial staff and correspondent Ekaterina Litvyakova of the newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk’s Week”) (Uralsk). The parties made agreement of settlement of dispute on the results of carrying out of procedure of judicial mediation. 
The court has imposed defendants on publication of a retraction of article“With the Utmost Rigour of the Law” in the newspaper «Uralskaya Nedelya» (“Uralsk’s Week”) (Uralsk) on November 09, 2016 and in issue, dated 15 February  in a part of mention of relatives- police officers and plaintiff refused from some claims under the lawsuit. 
The plaintiff Rosa Tulekenova thought in article “With the Utmost Rigour of the Law” by Ekatherine Litvyakova journalist in her article told about robbery on family of entrepreneur as established fact; guilty was assigned with regard to suspected persons Adilgereev and Kairushin with the mention of their surnames and also details provided by policemen, they were not mentioned in the case and relative of guilty person, probably police officer; it would help to mitigate punishment. In opinion of Rosa Tulekenova journalist grossly violated the law humiliated honour and dignity of her family.

The plaintiff asked court to impose defendants on publication of retraction in a part of mention of surnames of the suspected persons of their relative, police officer and recovery of KZT5000000 as moral damage compensation.  
2.3. Other
February, 21

«Diapason» (Aktobe)
The court decision of Aktobe City Court, dated 01 February, 2017 came into effect on February 21, 2017. It was connected with rejection of claims under the lawsuit, related to   suspension of activity of newspaper «Diapason» (Aktobe), private officer of the law Kabidulla Moldagaliev against LLP «Rifma». 

The matter is that in 2008 owner of newspaper «Diapason» (Aktobe) among some other companies acted as credit guarantor in JSC «Sberbank» for one company of Aktobe. The company had financial problems, did not reimburse credit; judgment on collection of debts before Russian bank from guarantors was passed.   
There was a conduction of rehabilitation procedure. The enterprise-debtor intended   gradual reimbursement of debts.  But, officer of the law in any case brought an action to the court.  It was connected with suspension of publication of edition because of non-fulfillment of court decision on reimbursement of debt. 
Correspondents of newspaper «Diapason» informed that judge of Aktobe City Court K. Sembekov dismissed suit of officer of the law, because of some reasons: first, he did not   take recourse upon property of debtor; there was enough property, in order to discharge debts. Second, «court took into account that suspension of publication of newspaper «Diapason» would cause massive dismissal of employees and in general, generate adversarial atmosphere of the society in oblast». 

3. Administrative prosecutions 
February, 23
Askhat Bersalinov, blogger (Almaty)
On February 23, 2017 Specialized Inter District Administrative Court of Almatyhas found blogger and civil activist Askhat Bersalinov guilty in commission of administrative offence under article 488 p. 3 «Breach of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the procedure for organizing and holding peaceful meetings, rallies, marches, pickets and demonstrations» of Code of Administrative Offences of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 
Reporters of Radio “Azattyk” informed that Askhat Bersalinov and other civil activist Galym Ageleuov on February 23, 2017 were detained near building of CNS-agency (Almaty) where single picket of activist E. Kaliev for protection of journalist Zhanbolat Mamay should take a place. The picket failed to be conducted, because Kaliev was detained by policemen in half an hour before appointed time. Later, he and Galym Ageleuov were released, but protocol of offence was drawn up with regard to Bersalinov.  
According to descriptive part of court rule: on February 23, 2017 Askhat Bersalinov in Facebook initiated support for editor-in-chief of newspaper «Tribuna» Zhanbolat Mamay in the form of single protest near building of CNS-agency. He breached administrative code «participant of rally».
The blogger and his attorney did not agree fully with charges brought against Bersalinov Askhat Bersalinov fulfilled his professional duties of blogger, he attempted to cover picket. They evaluated actions of policemen as violation of law “On Mass Media”.

The court concluded that guilt of A. Bersalinov was proved by case materials (e.g. protocol of administrative offence, report of police duty officer DAP DIA of Almalinsk District of Almaty T. Kozhakov, screenshot of page «Facеbook» and etc.). 
So, in October 2016 Askhat Bersalinov was held administratively liable under same article court imposed him on his administrative arrest for fifteen days. 
On February 28, 2017 appellate instance of Almaty City Court has upheld rule of Administrative Court.  
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